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The 3 Fastest FICO Score Moves

These three moves tend to move a FICO Score the fastest, based on exactly how the scoring model is
weighted. None require a deposit, a new account, or months of waiting to see real movement.

1. Pay down your balance before the statement closing date

Card issuers report your balance as of the statement closing date, not the later due date. Paying down
before that date can lower your reported utilization within a single billing cycle.

How to do it:

• Find your statement closing date on your last billing statement or card app.

• Pay your balance down a few days before that date, not on the due date.

• Repeat every cycle for cards carrying any balance month to month.

Timeline: Often reflects within 1 billing cycle, less than 30 days.

2. Ask for a credit limit increase without spending more

A higher limit, with the exact same balance carried, immediately lowers your overall utilization ratio. That
ratio makes up 30% of your FICO Score, the second-largest factor in the whole model.

How to do it:

• Call your card issuer or use the app's credit limit increase request feature.

• Ask specifically whether the request uses a soft pull, not a hard inquiry.

• Keep spending the same; the goal is a lower ratio, not more available credit to use.

Timeline: Usually reflects on your report within the next billing cycle.

3. Dispute any errors you find on your credit report

Errors are more common than most people expect, and they can quietly drag a score down. Removing
even one wrong late payment or duplicate account can move your number in days.

How to do it:

• Pull your free report at each bureau (Experian, Equifax, TransUnion) at annualcreditreport.com.

• Flag anything wrong: accounts you don't recognize, incorrect late payments, wrong balances.

• File a dispute directly with the bureau online; they have 30 days to investigate by law.

Timeline: Disputes are typically resolved within 30 days, sometimes faster.

Want to see your real FICO Score, not a free app estimate?

Read our MyScoreIQ review for pricing, real features, and what to know first:

uptrendcredit.com/myscoreiq-review

UpTrendCredit is not a law firm, financial advisory firm, or credit repair organization. This checklist is educational only, not personalized financial advice.
Results vary by individual credit history and are not guaranteed.


